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We are a 501c3 nonprofit organization. Gifts 
are tax deductable and help us to continue to 

bring beautiful choral music to our region



A Message from the Artistic Director

Welcome to The Concert Singers of Cary's twenty-third 
season! We hope you will join us in being a part of our 
upcoming 2013-2014 season; our third in the historic 
Cary Arts Center.  It is a great joy and privilege for me, 
as the founding director of The Concert Singers of Cary, 
to lead this wonderfully talented group of people, who 
are dedicated to performing the gift of live music, and 
to be able to experience that gift with our listeners. The 
Concert Singers of Cary is a highly respected choral 
ensemble known throughout the Triangle not only 
for their work with The North Carolina Symphony at 

Meymandi Hall, but also for their work with The Chamber Orchestra of the 
Triangle at the Carolina Theater in Durham.

Our musical offerings are innovative and famous for being diverse; 
this upcoming season will be no exception!  We will be joined by three 
nationally known and beloved guest artists: two time Grammy winner Matt 
Alber; North Carolina native Karen Hart; Scrooge himself, Ira David Wood 
III, who will be providing the grand narration to Arthur Honegger's epic 
oratorio "King David".  Rounding out the season will be the North Carolina 
premiere of Samuel Barber's "The Lovers"; an exhilarating, heartbreaking 
tale of  a love affair from its beginning to its end.  All programs will be 
featuring the instrumental talents of our partner organization, The Chamber 
Orchestra of the Triangle.

Since the opening of the historic Cary Arts Center in 2010, The Concert 
Singers of Cary have raised their local profile by establishing our concert 
series in the Cary Arts Center. The season ticket price for this season's 
concert series is a friendly $59 for the four events.  As a result of a very 
generous donation from Stonehaven Jewelry, we are able to admit students 
FREE, which make our performances accessible to everyone! 

If you have never been part of our audience, I would like to take this 
opportunity to personally invite you to share in this unique musical 
experience. To our existing audience, I look forward to seeing you again this 
season; we thank you for making our mission a reality.

Enjoy the music!



World Music 3.0 



The Concert Singers of Cary present their third installment of their 
World Music Concerts celebrating cultures from around the world. 
Join us for a collage of musical styles featuring two time Grammy 
winner Matt Alber. Matt blends extraordinary, emotional nuance with 
impeccable vocal range and style. Following his tenure with the San 
Francisco-based classical ensemble, Chanticleer, winning two Grammy 
Awards, Matt turned his attention to contemporary projects. It will 
become very obvious, very quickly, why he is so widely known for his 
extraordinary versatility as a performer. 

The Concert Singers of Cary, featuring: singer/song 
writer and two time Grammy winner Matt Alber with 
instrumental ensemble. 

Saturday, November 23rd 7:30 PM 
at the Cary Arts Center



The Concert Singers of Cary, featuring: singer/song writer 
Karen Hart with the Chamber Orchestra of the Triangle.

Holiday Pops 
Friday, December 13th at 8:00 PM 
Saturday, December 14th at 3:00 and 8:00 PM 
All performances at the Cary Arts Center

Join the Concert Singers of Cary 
for holiday music new and old 
as we welcome home North 
Carolina native Karen Hart for 
her first performances in her 
home state in 25 years. Karen 
has been honored with three 
world premiers of her music 
at the Los Angeles Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion.  Her songs 
for motion pictures have been 
singled out by Variety, People 
Magazine, and the Los Angeles 
Times.



In a wide ranging career, you have heard Karen’s singing voice 
in numerous motion pictures, as well as dozens of TV and 
radio spots. Karen is the singing voice of Sigourney Weaver in 
the Showtime movie Snow White; she wrote all the songs for 
the Divine cult classic Lust in the Dust; and has performed on 
numerous occasions with the Los Angeles Symphony and the 
Los Angeles Master Chorale. Karen’s award winning choral 
music is performed and recorded worldwide. Last December, 
eight major cities, including Dallas, Chicago, Atlanta and Los 
Angeles, performed Karen’s unique choral work, Judah and 
His Maccabees: A Hanukkah Gospel Story.



King David           Arthur Honegger



King David           Arthur Honegger
Saturday, March 22nd at 7:30 PM 
at the Cary Arts Center, Cary

Sunday, March 23rd at 3:00 PM 
at the Carolina Theater, Durham

Who is King David? The three 
great Abrahamic faiths 
recognize David. To Jews, he is 
the second King of the United 
Kingdom of Israel who 
established Jerusalem as the 
central Jewish holy city and who 
was preceded by Saul and 
succeeded by his son Solomon. 
For Christians,  it was from 
David’s lineage or “House” that 
Jesus descended. 
For Muslims, David is further 
recognized as a great prophet 
and considered one of their 
three great monarchs.
It is this redemptive narrative 
which compels an artist such as 
Honegger. The tales of the 

giant-slayer David, the warrior David, the cunning survivor David, 
the poet musician David, the imperial monarch David, are the stuff 
of the superhuman and divinely favored. A rich, fanciful and 
exciting portrait to paint in music. But it is the all too human 
David, the adulterer and murderer, stricken by conscience who is 
punished by God and tempered into true greatness by repentance 
and redemption, that makes the story of David a deeply resonating 
human one.

The Concert Singers of Cary and the Chamber Orchestra 
of the Triangle with special guest narrator: 
Ira David Wood III  



Presenting The North Carolina 
premiere of Samuel Barber’s The Lovers 
with The Concert Singers of Cary, 
The Chamber Orchestra of the Triangle 
and baritone John Kramar.

American Love Songs
Saturday, May 10th at 7:30PM 
at the Cary Arts Center



American Love Songs
Samuel Barber created The Lovers during the years 1969-
71 when not only was his longtime partnership with Gian 
Carlo Menotti, the acclaimed opera composer, deteriorating, 
but he was still being haunted by the failure of Antony and 
Cleopatra at the Metropolitan Opera (1966). This life expe-
rience is reflected in the despair of Pablo Neruda’s poetic 
exploration of the loss of love both erotic and spiritual. When 
you hear this music, try to feel the anguish of its composer as 
he faced these difficulties only to gradually become over-
whelmed by his unconscious wounds and vulnerabilities, 
which in turn further stoked the fires of love gone wrong. 
Then, into this toxic brew, mix his worsening alcoholism. 
Given this context, one better understands why Barber chose 
Neruda’s passionate song of despair and why the music 
connects us so vividly to a situation that no one can escape. 
In some sense, our greatest loves remain with us equally and 
always, both those we have kept and those we have lost. In 
this regard, Barber’s musical approach to the text ultimately 
helps us heal our losses for the purpose of more fully expe-
riencing the totality of love in all its joys and sorrows. Origi-
nally scored for an eighty-piece ensemble, this performance 
will utilize a fifteen-player chamber 
orchestra setting by Dr. Robert Kyr.
  
Also featured are love themed works by Eric Whitacre, Duke 
Ellington, René Clausen, Stephen Paulus and Jerome Kern.



Winter Gala 2014



When
Sunday, January 26, 2014
6:00  pm - 9:00 pm 

Where
MacGregor Downs Country Club

Live Auction and Silent Auction

Dinner
Buffet dinner 
Dress:  Cocktail
Cash Bar
$60.00 per person (Check or PayPal)

Entertainment
A rich musical collage of melodies performed by 
Lawrence Speakman, Allen Bailey and members of  
the Concert Singers of Cary

* To be included on our invitation list, please con-
tact Development Chair, Michele Bergeron, at either 

mbergeron@nc.rr.com or (919) 466-8078

Special Event



Lawrence Speakman has had a long and 
distinguished career as choral and orchestral 
conductor, professional singer, church musician 
and private voice teacher. He is a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College and holds Masters 
Degrees in both choral and orchestral 
conducting from East Carolina University. 
He is the founding director of The Concert 
Singers of Cary, formed in 1991. Mr. Speakman 
is a long time professional singer and currently 
performs on the national stage as a member 
of Conspirare, a 30 voice professional choral 
ensemble based in Austin, TX which has been 
nominated for five Grammy awards. He was 
a member and soloist with The Philadelphia 

Singers and has sung with notable orchestras such as The Boston Symphony, 
The New York Philharmonic, The National Symphony, The Pittsburgh and The 
Atlanta Symphony orchestras. He has also appeared as a soloist in concert and 
operatic productions at the Spoleto Festivals in both Spoleto, Italy and 
Charleston, South Carolina.

The Concert Singers of Cary is an auditioned choral organization that provides 
a professional experience for musicians and audiences alike.  It is highly 
acclaimed for the unique and varied repertoire it performs, the collaborations it 
promotes and the learning opportunities available to its members. The Concert 
Singers 125 voice Symphonic Choir is frequently heard with The North Carolina 
Symphony. The 70 voice Chorale collaborates with The Chamber Orchestra of 
the Triangle and the 35 voice Chamber Choir provides high level small ensem-
ble work for experienced singers. Their repertoire is unmatched in depth and 
breadth.  The Concert Singers have performed unique and powerful works such 
as William Grant Still’s And They Lynched Him on a Tree, Richard Einhorn’s 
Voices of Light/The Passion of Joan of Arc as well as classical oratorio, Baroque 
with period instruments, and traditional Broadway favorites. They were 
featured in Pandemonium: The Lost and Found Orchestra produced by the 
creators of Stomp. The Concert Singers of Cary regularly collaborates with other 
organizations such as The Triangle Wind Ensemble, The Durham Symphony 
Orchestra, The Raleigh Symphony Orchestra, The North Carolina Baroque 
Orchestra and The Cary Ballet Company.

Lawrence Speakman, 
Artistic Director and Conductor

About The Concert Singers of Cary



SEASON TICKET ORDER FORM- Concert Singers of Cary

Save up to $21 off of the price of individual tickets by buying a season ticket plan in a 
reserved seating area for the low price of $59! This outstanding value is even friendlier 
for families. Thanks to the sponsorship of Stonehaven Jewelry, students are admitted 
free! Get your orders in soon!

Questions? Contact Connie DiGrazia, Box Office Manager at (919) 481-5190 or connie.
digrazia@townofcary.org.

Please drop off or mail this order form and payment (checks only) to:

Cary Arts Center
Attn: Connie Di Grazia
101 Dry Ave. Cary, NC 27511
Make checks payable to: Town of Cary

*The 4-Concert Package includes the following performances. Exchanges for an alternate 
performance of the Holiday Pops (Friday, December 13th at 8:00 pm or Saturday, 
December 14th at 3:00 pm) performance will be honored.

● World Music 3.0 with Grammy winner Matt Alber Sat. Nov 23, 2013 at 7:30 pm

● Holiday Pops with singer/song writer Karen Hart - Sat. Dec. 14, 2013 at 8:00 pm

● Honegger: King David with Ira David Wood III - Sat. Mar 22, 2014 at 7:30 pm

● Barber: The Lovers & Other Love songs with Orchestra - Sat. May 10, 2014 at 7:30 pm 

Customer Information:

Name: ____________________________________ Phone:____________________

Address: _____________________________City, State:_____________________

Zip: ________ Email: _________________________________________________

Tickets for individual concerts are $20 for Adults and $18 for Seniors. They can be 
purchased at the Cary Arts Center box office, online at www.concertsingers.org or by 
phone at 800-514-3849. Free Student tickets are available at the door or in person at the 
Cary Arts Center box office.

Ticket Package                   Price                         Package Quantity                 Total Dollar Amount 

4-Concert Package              $59      

Total Order
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